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ENG 3303:  Theory and Practice of Composition 

 

Dr. Linda Woodson         

Office:  MB 2.470    

Office Phone:  458-5344 

Office Hours:   TR 12:00-12:30 pm 

    T 5:00-5:30 pm  

              Others by appointment 

E-mail:  Linda.Woodson@utsa.edu (preferred method of communication) 

 

Course Purpose:  “Theory and Practice of Composition” is both a course about directing 

others’ writing and a course in composition.  As we discuss what you can do to help 

others improve their writing, you’ll be mirroring these activities in your own writing.  

This course satisfies upper-division English credit requirements for English majors and 

minors and for other students needing upper-division credit in English.  It is also a 

required course for undergraduate and post-baccalaureate certification in English.   

Texts:  Writing about Writing, Elizabeth Wardle and Doug Downs 

 

Class Organization:  This class will often be a writing workshop.  Many times after a  

“mini-lesson,” which will combine lecture and discussion on a topic about  

writing, we’ll devote our time to drafting, working in groups, and conferencing. 

 

Requirements:  Careful reading will be required both of the text you have purchased and 

of occasional handouts.  Your reading will be assessed in a final examination.  It will be 

assessed in the following way: 

Final examination 20% 

You will have four papers that will count as the following: 

#1 20% 

#2 20% 

#3 20%  

#4 20% (with presentation) 

 

Policies:  All papers are due at the beginning of the assigned period.  Unexcused late 

papers will receive an automatic F.  Class attendance is mandatory.  Lack of participation 

(more than 6 absences) may cause you to fail the course.  If you decide to stop coming to 

class, be sure to take care of a withdrawal online or by telephone.  If you are still on my 

roster at the end of the semester, I am required to assign an F. 

 
Grading Scale 

A 92-100% 

A- 88-91 

B+ 86-87 

B 82-85 

B- 78-81 

C+ 76-77 

C 72-75 

C- 68-71 

D+ 66-67 
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D 62-65 

D- 60-61 

F below 60 

 

Monday, April 30, is the last day to drop an individual class with an automatic W. 

 

Support services, including registration assistance and equipment, are available to 

students with documented disabilities through the Office of Disabled Student Services 

(DSS), MS 2.03.18. 

 

Neither the English office staff nor I will report grades by telephone, fax, or email.   

 

Types of writing:  You can expect to do a variety of kinds of writing:  reflection 

(personal experience), exposition (informative and technical or professional), and 

argumentation.  MLA documentation should be used on all researched papers.  The 

papers will range in length from three (3) to eight (8) typed, double-spaced pages.  

 

University Academic Dishonesty Policy:  Any student who commits an act of scholastic 

dishonesty is subject to discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to 

cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the submission for credit of any work or materials that are 

attributable in whole or in part to another person, taking an examination for another 

person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the attempt to commit 

such acts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The University of Texas at San Antonio is a community of scholars, where integrity, 

excellence, inclusiveness, respect, collaboration, and innovation are fostered. 

 
As a Roadrunner, 

I will: 

             The Roadrunner Creed 
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 Uphold the highest standards of academic and personal integrity by practicing and 

expecting fair and ethical conduct; 

 Respect and accept individual differences, recognizing the inherent dignity of 

each person; 

 Contribute to campus life and the larger community through my active 

engagement; and 

 Support the fearless exploration of dreams and ideas in the advancement of 

ingenuity, creativity, and discovery. 

Guided by these principles now and forever, I am a Roadrunner! 

  
 

The University of Texas at San Antonio Academic Honor Code 

 

A. Preamble  

The University of Texas at San Antonio community of past, present and future 

students, faculty, staff, and administrators share a commitment to integrity and the 

ethical pursuit of knowledge.  We honor the traditions of our university by 

conducting ourselves with a steadfast duty to honor, courage, and virtue in all 

matters both public and private.  By choosing integrity and responsibility, we 

promote personal growth, success, and lifelong learning for the advancement of 

ourselves, our university, and our community. 

 

B. Honor Pledge 

In support of the ideals of integrity, the students of the University of Texas at San 

Antonio pledge: 

 

“As a UTSA Roadrunner I live with honor and integrity.” 
 
C. Shared responsibility 

The University of Texas at San Antonio community shares the responsibility and 

commitment to integrity and the ethical pursuit of knowledge and adheres to the 

UTSA Honor Code. 

 

 

 

I reserve the right to change assignments below when it is to the benefit of the 

progress of the course. 

 

Jan 17 Introduction to course Unless a handout is given, all 

reading assignments refer to 

Writing about Writing.  I reserve 

the right to change assignments 

as useful to the progress of our 

class. 

19 Murray, 56, “All Writing is Discovering Yourself as a Writer 
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Texts/Constructs Autobiography” 

24 Porter, 86, “Intertextuality 

and the Discourse 

Community” 

Discovering Yourself as a Writer 

26 Grant-Davie, 101, 

“Rhetorical Situations and 

Their Constituents”  

Writing as a Social Construct 

31 Writing 

Processes 

Perl, 191, “The Composing 

Processes of Unskilled 

College Writers” 

Exploring the Activities of 

Writing  

Feb 2 Berkenkotter, 216, 

“Decisions and Revisions” 

and Murray, “Response of a 

Laboratory Rat” 

Exploring the Activities of 

Writing 

7 Rose, 236, “Rigid Rules, 

Inflexible Plans, and the 

Stifling of Language” 

Writing Processes 

9   Tomlinson, 251, “Tuning, 

Tying, and Training Texts” 

In-class writing workshop 

14  Paper #1 Due 

16  Interlude Stephen King, 305, “What 

Writing Is” 

Relationship between Reading 

and Writing 

21 Susan Sontag, 315, 

“Directions: Write, Read, 

Rewrite”  

Revision in particular 

23   Junot Díaz, 319, “Becoming 

a Writer” 

Literature and Writing 

28   Malcolm X, 353, “Learning 

to Read” 

 

Mar 1 Sherman Alexie, 362, “The 

Joy of Reading and Writing” 

Revision 

6  Literacies Brandt, 331, “Sponsors of 

Literacy” 

What are multiple literacies? 

8   Greene, 9, “Argument as 

Conversation” 

Types of Argument 

Mar 12-Mar 17 Spring Break  

20 Kleine, “What Is It We Do 

When We Write Articles 

Like This One—and How 

Can We Get Students to Join 

Us?” 

 

22  In-class writing workshop 

27  Paper #3 Due 

29  Discourses Gee, 481, “Literacy, 

Discourse and Linguistics” 

Grammar and Writing 

Apr 3 Williams, 37, “The Grammar and Writing 
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Phenomenology of Error”  

5 Dawkins, 139, “Teaching 

Punctuation as a Rhetorical 

Tool” 

Grammar and Writing 

10   Wardle, 520, “Identity, 

Authority, and Learning to 

Write in New Workplaces 

Writing Across the Curriculum 

12  Authority Harris, 581, “The Idea of 

Community in the Study of 

Writing” 

Alternatives for Evaluating 

Writing 

 

17   Díaz, 706, “Seven Ways 

High School Prepares You 

for Failure” 

Alternatives for Evaluating 

Writing (cont.) 

 

19    In-class writing workshop 

24    Paper #4 Due 

Presentations begin 

26  Presentations 

Apr 30  Last Day to Withdraw and 

Receive an Automatic W 

 

May 1  Presentations 

May 3 and 4 Study Days  

Wednesday, May 9, 

10:30am-1:00pm 

Final Examination  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


